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Launching of the Thailand-Japan Longstay Promotion Association
Hiroshi Ota, Chairman

I am pleased to see that the Thailand-Japan Longstay Promotion Association has come to be
launched.

My association with longstay goes back to the days of my service in Thailand. | served as
Ambassador of Japan in Thailand for some 3 years since September 1996. During my stay in
Thailand, | found out, as | got in touch with many Japanese working and staying in Thailand, that
many hoped to remain in Thailand after retirement. | set up an informal study group in the
Embassy and listened to the views of Japanese in various walks. | found out that many dreamed of
staying long in Thailand.

For us Japanese, Thailand is a very attractive country. We feel familiarity with the Thai people as
both of our countries are Buddhism-based. Thai hospitality touches the heart of the Japanese. We
enjoy very close economic relations. Thai food, which is based on the seasoning of Nam Plaa, is to our
liking. And prices in Thailand are quite reasonable.

In a word, we Japanese feel comfortable in Thailand.

I believe longstay is about spending meaningful senior life. No wonder many Japanese would like

to choose Thailand where they can feel at home.
The question is how to realize such possibility. For longstay to be successful, it is necessary to
provide reliable infrastructure, which is necessary for a safe and sound life of senior citizens abroad.
The task of our Association is to secure conditions and environment that will guarantee pleasant
longstay life.

Close cooperation with the Thai side is indispensable to fulfill such task. Fortunately we have
been encouraged to have full understanding and cooperation of the Royal Thai Embassy in Japan
and of successive Thai Ambassadors. | take this opportunity to express heartfelt appreciation to Mr.
Kasit, former Ambassador, and Mr. Suvidhya, present Ambassador.

I would like to ask for your understanding and cooperation so that the Association make a
meaningful contribution to the exchange and development of longstay in and between Japan and
Thailand.
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